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Information Retrieval for Learning Information Literacy using Commercial databases
and Search Engines

RA &

Abstracts

For the purpose of students being able to think things by themselves and do things of their own will,
the class of information retrieval had been started and the educational techniques of information
retrieval have been examined for 7 years. The class has been regarded as the education of information
literacy, especially network literacy and information use literacy. The databases of books, magazine
articles, newspaper article, Internet Web pages and DIALOG, which have been used in the actual
world, have been used in the class as information resources. The main educational items of the class
were technical understanding of information retrieval, understanding the concept of keyword, -
understanding the information types, practice to clarify the purpose and goal of information retrieval,
using the libraries to find out the original articles, understanding that the information in English is
powerful more than in Japanese. As the result, there were improvements of finding out systematically
the information resource, technical understanding of information retrieval, understanding of the
keyword concept, formulating the retrieval expression, and clarifying the purpose and goal of
information retrieval. It could be said that students got network literacy and information use literacy
and were enriched the understanding of the information retrieval. Most students wished to use the
databases after the class. Information retrieval was effective for making students think things by
themselves and do things of their own will and was able to be a new field for learing information

literacy.
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